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Washington 

INADEQUATE OR DISHONEST WAGE-HOUR RECORDS TO BRING PROSECUTION 

F i e l d forces of the VJage and Hour D iv i s i on , U, S, Depar-tanent of Labor, were ^ : 

i n s t r u c t e d today by Colonel P h i l i p B. Fleming, A d m i n i s t r a t o r , t o take immediate 

l o t i on aga in s t employers who have fiat'led to keep t r u e and l^dequate records as r e -

| u i r ed hy law. '- ' . 'yi.. .: . ' i: . / y ' ' - .'• : i''-P"-^y 

"Incomplete wage and hour r eco rds a re the most s e r i o u s hurd le confront ing our 

i s p e c t o r s , " Colonel Fleming dec la red . . 

"This i s t r u e in a l l of t h e 15 reg ions i n t o w>ich the count ry has been divided 

'or enforconent pu rposes . I have d i r e c t e d t h a t employers v i o l a t i n g t h e law i n 

:his r e s p e c t be p rosecu ted . The law has been i n e f f e c t 18 months and no one can 

lead ignorance of the record-keep ing r e g u l a t i o n s . Any employer, t h e r e f o r e , who 

oes no t keep these records i s p r o p e r l y s u s p e c t , " , \ ." 

Regu la t ions i ssued under t h e Act merely r e q u i r e l i s t i n g of the name of eaoh 

p loyee , home add re s s , hours worked each work day and each workweek, hour ly r a t e s 

f pay, t o t a l v/ages pa id and dato of payment. In some i n s t a n c e s v i o l a t o r s have 

a l s i f i e d or destroyed r e c o r d s . 

" F a l s i f i c a t i o n of records i s the most r ep r ehens ib l e of of fenses under tho Faijr 

Libor Standards Ac t , " Judgo W. Calvin Chestnut of the U. S. D i s t r i c t Court of 

a l t imore sa id l a s t f a l l i n l evy ing a l a r g e f ine on two c l o t h i n g manufacturers for 

/ i o l a t i o n of the Wago and Hour Law. "These r ecords are the c h i e f defence of the 

mployoes from being cheated of t h e i r wages . Destroying the r eco rds i s d i shones t , 

•o r rup t , and i t i n d i c a t e s consc ious g u i l t . To des t roy the records of t h e i r 

e a l i n g s w i t h t h e i r omployces i s t o defy American s tandards of j u s t i c e and f a i r 

>lay," 
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